
Readiness Test

 Are your students 
ready for their 
English exam?
The quick, online test that tells you 
if learners are exam ready and gives 
recommendations to target skills gaps.
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Type of test
Certificate readiness

Learners
Age: 14+

Level: A2, B1, B2, C1

Type of English: General 
International English

Delivery
Length: Approx. 1 hour

When: Anytime

Where: Online, at home or 
in the classroom*

Admin platform: Pearson 
English assessment portal

Marking
Marked by:  
Pearson English AI technology

Results returned: 
Usually within minutes

Results
Overall: Ready/Potentially 
Ready/Not Ready 
status; Performance summary

Per skill: Ready/Potentially 
Ready/Not Ready 
status; Performance summary

Additional insights:  
Recommendations for teachers 
and students; Mapping to 
Pearson English courseware 

* �Suitable test environment required, including PC, headset (with 
microphone boom) and Internet connectivity throughout.

Readiness Test Facts
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Introducing the 
Pearson English 
Readiness Test
This quick, online test tells you if your learners are ready for their 
English exam. If they have more work to do, it gives the specific teaching 
recommendations required to bring them up to the level they need.

Students aren’t the only ones to get exam 
day nerves. It can be hard for teachers 
to know exactly when their students are 
ready to take an English exam, such as the 
Pearson English International Certificate.

Introducing the Readiness Test, the online 
test that gives exam day confidence for 
teachers, as well as learners.

In about an hour, the test gives a clear 
and detailed readiness indication for your 
individual students and class as a whole. 

With the use of ‘traffic light’ indicators, you’ll 
see overall readiness plus a breakdown 
across Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening. 

You’ll also receive detailed performance 
summaries, plus tailored activity 
recommendations that will fill any skills gaps 
identified in the test. If you’re following a 
Pearson English course, you’ll be pointed to 
specific activities that will help. 

The Readiness Test is suitable for use at 
home or school and available for levels 
A2, B1, B2 and C1.

Exam day 
confidence for 
learners - and 
their teachers...
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Real exam readiness indicator
With the use of ‘traffic light’ indicators, your 
Readiness Reports tell you at a glance how 
prepared your students are for exam day - 
both individually and as a group. 

You’ll gain a complete understanding of 
overall readiness, plus a breakdown across 
Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.

More detailed feedback
You’ll gain a clear understanding of what 
next steps to take with your teaching. 

Performance summaries outline your 
students’ current skills in more depth, and 
activity recommendations help you target 
the gaps between your students’ current 
skills and those required in the exam.

Mapped to your course
If you’re using Pearson English courseware, 
the report will also direct you to specific 
exercises that will help your students 
get exam ready. 

Courses include Wider World, Speak Out, 
Gold Experience and Business Partner.

Fast, flexible and efficient 
The test supports in-person, online and 
blended learning. It can be taken any time, 
anywhere and scored in about an hour.

By precisely identifying and targeting your 
students’ skills gaps, the test also helps you 
make the most efficient, effective use of 
your teaching time.

Consistent and reliable
The test is scored with Pearson’s market-
leading artificial intelligence technology, 
trusted by governments, businesses and 
universities around the world.

This means objective, consistent results, 
completely free from human error or bias.

Pearson English Test Hub
The Readiness Test is assigned, taken and managed through Test Hub, the state-of-the-
art assessment portal that brings teachers, tests and test takers together - for easier 
test management and more powerful insights throughout the assessment journey.

Why choose the 
Readiness Test?
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The Readiness Test 
Experience
Students are presented with a wide range of question types, to give them 
the chance to demonstrate their skills in different ways. Questions target 
individual and integrated skills. Here are some examples.

Describe the picture

Listen and read
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Fill the gap 

Short answer question

Short writing task
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Course Mapping

GOLO EXPERIENCE B1

Recommended Activities for

The test takers' listening skills are potentially at the level. Before taking the test they should: 

Listening

• Unit 5 Listening Power up 3 • Unit 2 Listening Listen up 2 • Unit 7 Listening Power up 2 • Unit 9 Speak up 

5-7 • Unit 9 Listening Power up 2 • Unit 2 Power up 3-5 • Unit 7 Speaking Power up 2 • Unit 9 Listening 

Power up � -5 • Unit 6 Listening Listen up 2-� • Unit 2 Grammar 2 • Unit 2 Grammar 3 • Unit � Listen up 3 

EXCERCISES

Performance Summary

Reading

B1Recommended Activities for

Build awareness of colloquial and idiomatic vocabulary, as well as complex sentence structures in 

order to develop the range of language that they can control. 
 

Practice providing detailed summaries of information they receive, highlighting the main ideas and 

distinguishing between key points and secondary information, such as reasons and examples.
 

Develop the ability to paraphrase what others say in order to seek clariifcation or conifrmation of what 

they mean.
 

Practice exchanging ideas and developing arguments within discussions, acknowledging others' 

viewpoints and justifying opinions.

The test takers' speaking skills are at the level. Before taking the test, they are advised to: 

Speaking

Performance Summary Ready

B1

Recommen±e± Nc}¶ë¶}¶e¸ for

The test takers' writing skills are at the level. �eÀore taking the test, they are advised to:  

Writing

EXCERCISES

EXCERCISES

• Unit 7 Plan on • Unit 3 Speaking extra • Unit 5 Power up � • Unit � Read on 
7

Test takers at this level can generally talk about matters of personal information and interest in some detail. 

They can communicate using longer stretches of connected clauses and functional language (e.g. 

compare
contrast; reasons
explanation). They can use a range of words and structures and collocations. 

They can use functional language to deal with unfamiliar everyday topics but they can only use a limited 

range of complex language. 

ReadyPerformance Summary

Test takers at this level are generally able to understand narratives and conversations about familiar topics, 

and can grasp some points of less familiar topics. They can follow most of an everyday conversation spoken 

at a natural pace if the speakers avoid very idiomatic language. They can generally follow changes of topic in 

discussions related to their ifelds of interest, and can recognise a speaker's feelings or attitudes. 

Practice listening to online talks, lectures and other recordings until they are able to follow rapid, 

extended      speech and distinguish between different points in a discussion or presentation. 
 

Develop the ability to work out the meaning of unknown words, topics and concepts by thinking about 

their context, considering what speakers have already said and what they go on to talk about. 
 

Listen to a variety of speakers to build familiarity with different accents and styles of speech and to 

develop the ability to infer speakers' opinions. 

Performance Summary

B1

B1

Recommended Activities for

Regularly read long and
or complex texts about unfamiliar topics to prepare themselves for encountering 

new words or phrases and inferring their meaning based on context. 
 

Practice reading with a purpose by initially skimming a text quickly and then setting themselves particular 

questions to ask when reading it more carefully or scanning it for speciifc detailed information. 
 

Build a wider range of vocabulary for understanding texts about topics from outside their ifelds of interest, 

including contemporary debates, historical accounts and argumentative writing. 

EXCERCISES

Test takers at this level can generally follow chronological sequence in a formal structured text. They are 

usually able to understand details of events, feelings and wishes in letters, emails and online postings. They 

can distinguish between fact and opinion, infer meaning based on information in a text, recognise examples 

and their relation to the main idea they support. 

Ready

Test takers can generally write simple structured essays, organising ideas into appropriate paragraphs and 

making clear the relationship between main ideas and supporting examples. They can write a variety of texts, 

including short biographies, summaries, reviews or descriptions. They can use discourse markers to link 

sentences smoothly into connected discourse but can have diiffculty writing about more complex topics. 

Develop their written lfuency by regularly writing texts under timed conditions to improve their ability 

to manage time during a test, getting used to planning, drafting, proofreading and making 

improvements.  Build familiarity with the typical style and characteristics and conventional structures 

of a wide variety of texts, including argumentative essays, extended descriptive texts, critical reviews, 

and detailed summaries. 
 

Practice discussing counter-arguments alongside their own opinions, evaluating alternative options 

and different perspectives when writing short essays. 

• Unit � Writing Plan on Explore Language • Unit 8 Plan on 6-8 • Unit 8 Write on 
9

• Unit 3 Improve it �2 

Gold Experience B
1

By Pearson Education
 

2020

• Unit 9 Read on 5-6 • Unit 8 Vocabulary 5 • Unit 9 Vocabulary 7 • Unit 6 Grammar �  

• Unit 9 Reading Read on 3 

The test takers' reading skills are at the level. Before taking the test, they are advised to:  

Ready

Student and Group 
Readiness Reports
Just minutes after the student completes the test, Readiness Reports are 
returned. At a glance, you can understand the exam preparation needs of 
each of your students, so you know exactly where to target your teaching. 

Click through to 
see individual 
reports

Overview of your 
group’s exam 
readiness, with 
percentages for 
each status

This is sample data for illustrative purposes only.

Clear, at-a-glance 
indicators for each 
stage of readiness

Readiness 
statuses of 
each individual 
in the group, 
clearly listed for 
comparison
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Course Mapping

GOLD EXPERIENCE B1

Recommended Activities for

• Unit 5 Listening Power up 3 • Unit 2 Listening Listen up 2 • Unit 7 Listening power up 2

• Unit 9 Åpeak up 5-7 • Unit 9 Listening Power up 2 • Unit 2 Power up 3-5 • Unit 7 Åpeaking 

Power up 2 • Unit 9 Listening Power up 4 -5 • Unit 6 Listening Listen up 2-4 

• Unit 2 Árammar 2 • Unit 2 Árammar 3 • Unit Þ Listen up 3 

Listening

EXCERCISES

Reading

Recommended Activities for

Build awareness of colloquial and idiomatic vocabulary, as well as complex sentence structures in 

order to develop the range of language that they can control.  

Practice providing detailed summaries of information they receive, highlighting the main ideas and 

distinguishing between key points and secondary information, such as reasons and examples. 

Develop the ability to paraphrase what others say in order to seek clarifcation or confrmation of what 

they mean. 

Practice exchanging ideas and developing arguments within discussions, acknowledging others' 

viewpoints and justifying opinions.

The test takers' speaking skills are at the level. Before taking the test, they are advised to: 

Speaking

Performance Summary Ready

B1

Recommended Activities for

Your writing skills are at the level. Before taking the test, you are advised to:  

Writing

EXCERCISES

• Unit 4 �riting Plan on �xplore Language • Unit � Plan on 6-� • Unit � �rite on �

• Unit 3 �mprove it Þ2 

Gold Experience B
1

By Pearson �ducation 

2020

EXCERCISES

• Unit 7 Plan on • Unit 3 Åpeaking extra • Unit 5 Power up 4 • Unit 4 Read on 
7

Test takers at this level can generally talk about matters of personal information and interest in some detail. 

They can communicate using longer stretches of connected clauses and functional language (e.g. 

compare/contrast; reasons/explanation). They can use a range of words and structures and collocations. 

They can use functional language to deal with unfamiliar everyday topics but they can only use a limited 

range of complex language. 

ReadyPerformance Summary

At this level, you can understand narratives and conversations about familiar topics, and can grasp some 

points of less familiar topics. You can follow most of an everyday conversation spoken at a natural pace if the 

speakers avoid very idiomatic language. You can follow changes of topic in discussions related to your felds 

of interest, and can recognise a speaker's feelings or attitudes. 

Practice listening to online talks, lectures and other recordings until you are able to follow rapid, extended 

speech and distinguish between different points in a discussion or presentation.  

Develop the ability to work out the meaning of unknown words, topics and concepts by thinking about their 

context, considering what speakers have already said and what they go on to talk about.  

Listen to a variety of speakers to build familiarity with different accents and styles of speech and to develop 

the ability to infer speakers' opinions. 

Your listening skills are potentially at the level. Before taking the test, you should: 

Performance Summary

Potentially Ready

Recommended Activities for

Your reading skills are at the level. Before taking the test, you are advised to:  

Regularly read long and/or complex texts about unfamiliar topics to prepare yourself for encountering new 

words or phrases and inferring their meaning based on context.  

Practice reading with a purpose by initially skimming a text quickly and then setting yourself particular 

questions to ask when reading it more carefully or scanning it for specifc detailed information.  

Build a wider range of vocabulary for understanding texts about topics from outside your feld of interest, 

including contemporary debates, historical accounts and argumentative writing. 

At this level, you can follow chronological sequence in a formal structured text. You can usually understand 

details of events, feelings and wishes in letters, emails and online postings. You can distinguish between fact 

and opinion, infer meaning based on information in a text, recognise examples and their relation to the main 

idea they support. 

At this level, you can write simple structured essays, organising ideas into appropriate paragraphs and 

making clear the relationship between main ideas and supporting examples. You can write a variety of texts, 

including short biographies, summaries, reviews or descriptions. You can use discourse markers to link 

sentences smoothly into connected discourse but will have diiffculty writing about more complex topics. 

Develop your written lfuency by regularly writing texts under timed conditions to improve your ability to 

manage time during a test, getting used to planning, drafting, proofreading and making improvements.  

Build familiarity with the typical style and characteristics and conventional structures of a wide variety of 

texts, including argumentative essays, extended descriptive texts, critical reviews, and detailed summaries.  

Practice discussing counter-arguments alongside your own opinions, evaluating alternative options and 

different perspectives when writing short essays. 

EXCERCISES

• Unit 9 Read on 5-6 • Unit � Vocabulary 5 • Unit 9 Vocabulary 
7

• Unit 6 Árammar 4 • Unit 9 Reading Read on 3 

James Smith
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Readiness Test for International Certificate

Not Ready

Potential Ready

Ready

Readiness Prediction

B1 Readiness Test Summar
y

Potentially Ready

B1 Skills Readiness

Listening Reading Speaking Writing

Potentially Ready Potentially Ready Not ready Ready

Performance Summary Ready

B1

B1

B1

B1

Overall student 
readiness

Clear, at-a-glance 
readiness indicators

This is sample data for illustrative purposes only.

If you’re using a 
Pearson course 
book, select it 
here

Readiness 
indicators for 
each language 
skill

Performance 
summary for 
each skill

Recommended 
activities to fill 
gaps between 
performance 
and skills 
required in the 
exam

Specific 
exercises in 
your course 
book that will 
help target skills 
gaps identified 
by the test

EXERCISES
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Learning English 
has never been 
so exciting
Pearson English works together with the 
education community to make a difference, 
address challenges and further positive change.

We find that we all agree: the best part of 
working in education is seeing learners make 
progress in their lives.

That’s our inspiration, and the inspiration behind 
the products, services, resources and ideas that 
you’ll find at Pearson English.

Let’s make a difference, together.

For more information, please contact 
your local Pearson representative.


